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A. L. A. 


The forty-ninth annual conference of 
the American Library Association will 
be held in Toronto, Canada, June 20-25, 
1927. 

This will be the first meeting of the 
A. L. A. in Canada since 1912. It is fit- 
ting that the conference should meet 
in Toronto, since it is the city of the 
A.L.A. president, Dr. George H. 
Locke. 

The Government of the Province of 
Ontario, the Board of Governors of the 
University of Ontario, and the Mayor 
and corporation of the city, have joined 
with the Public Library Board in ex- 
tending a cordial invitation to the 
A. L.A. to convene at Toronto. At 
that time, the university and college 
buildings will be available as well as the 
dormitories of the college, and the Great 
Hall of Hart House. President Locke 
has asked W. O. Carson to be chairman 
of the local committee. 


NEWS 


Colonel John Malcolm Mitchell, sec- 
retary of the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust, Dunfermline, Scotland, is ex- 
pected to attend the conference with 
Mrs. Mitchell. 

Preliminary announcements of the 


program will be given in the March 
Bulletin. 


The A. L.A. is the recipient of an 
appropriation amounting to $25,000, 
made by the Laura Spelman Rockefeller 
Memorial. This fund, which will be 
distributed over a period of four years, 
is to aid in the preparation and publica- 
tion of a list of the serial publications 
of foreign governments, political and 
scientific in character, which record 
national progress during the last cen- 
tury. 

“No adequate bibliography of the 
publications of any of these govern- 
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ments exists at present, and the scholar 
who desires to study any phase of gov- 
ernmental activity finds difficulty in 
ascertaining what the titles are and 
where the documents are to be found,” 
says J. T. Gerould, chairman of the 
A. L. A. Committee having this matter 
in charge. 

“These publications fall into the fol- 
lowing categories: legislative proceed- 
ings and reports, official gazettes, re- 
ports on agriculture, the army and navy ; 
coast and marine surveys, colonies, for- 
eign and domestic commerce, education, 
finance, foreign affairs, geology and 
mines ; history, insurance, justice, labor, 
patents, post offices, public health, public 
works, railroads and telegraphs, stand- 
ards and statistics. Not all of the gov- 
ernments publish material on these sub- 
jects, but this enumeration will serve to 
indicate their scope and variety. 

“Collections of such documents have 
been made at the Library of Congress, 
at the New York Public Library, and at 
the Harvard library. The Pan-Amer- 
ican Union has made a specialized col- 
lection of such material. 

“An editor will be employed to assem- 
ble and correlate the records available in 
these libraries ; to amplify them through 
the use of facilities provided by the Sec- 
retariat of the League of Nations; and 
finally to secure their completeness by 
visits to the leading capitals. 

“The lists will then be published and 
submitted to the American libraries hav- 
ing collections of foreign documents.” 

This project will be carried out by a 
joint committee of the National Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies, the National 
Research Council, and the A. L. A. 


The Carnegie Corporation has made 
an appropriation to the League of Li- 


brary Commissions for the compilation 
and publication of library laws. 


Dr. Hugo Kriiss, Director General of 
the Prussian State Library at Berlin, 
and a delegate to the recent A. L.A. 
conference, has sent as a gift to the 
library at A.L.A. Headquarters, a 
beautiful book which contains reproduc- 
tions in color of some of the rare bind- 
ings of the collection in the Prussian 
State Library. 

The plates are arranged in historical 
succession. The earliest binding repro- 
duced, an elaborate one containing 
carved figures of ivory on a leather 
background, is attributed to the fifth 
century. The book itself “Buchein- 
bande aus der Preussischen Staatsbib- 
liothek zu Berlin,” compiled by Max J. 
Husung, Karl W. Hiersemann, pub- 
lisher, Leipzig, is an excellent example 
of modern book making at its best. 


The secretary has received from Dr. 
Henry Guppy, librarian of the John Ry- 
lands Library, Manchester, England, an 
interesting portfolio of reproductions, 
some in color, of woodcuts and metal 
cuts of the fifteenth century. The port- 
folio is entitled “Woodcuts of the fif- 
teenth century in the John Rylands Li- 
brary, Manchester, reproduced in fac- 
simile with an introduction and notes by 
Campbell Dodgson, Keeper of prints 
and drawings at the British Museum,” 
published at Manchester by the Univer- 
sity Press, also published by Longmans, 
Green and Co., London. 

Mr. Dodgson, in his introductory 
notes, says that these primitive wood- 
cuts owe their preservation for the most 
part to the accident of having been 
pasted upon leaves and bindings of other 
manuscripts or books. 
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Isabella M. Cooper, editor of the 
A.L.A. Catalog 1926, is giving the 
course in book selection at the School of 
Librarianship, University of California. 


L. L. Dickerson, on January 15, 
joined the A. L. A. Headquarters staff 
as executive assistant to the new Board 
on the Library and Adult Education 
after an absence of two and a half 
months. 


Jessie Gay Van Cleve, specialist in 
children’s literature at A. L.A. Head- 
quarters, will leave Chicago early in 
February for Berkeley, California, 
where she will give the course in chil- 
dren’s work at the School of Librarian- 
ship, University of California. 


The secretary of the A.L.A. ad- 
dressed the Community Section of the 
American Sociological Association and 
the National Community Center Asso- 
ciation which met in joint session at St. 
Louis, December 28. Mr. Milam is a 
member of the Executive Board of the 
recently formed American Association 
for Adult Education, and spoke to the 
groups on adult education. 


“Opportunities in school libraries” 
was the subject of a lecture by Lucile 
Fargo, assistant to the Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship, to the entire stu- 
dent body of the Western Reserve Uni- 
versity at Cleveland, January 18. Miss 
Fargo also spoke informally to a meet- 
ing of the school librarians of Cleveland. 


Adam Strohm, chairman, and Sarah 
C. N. Bogle, secretary of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship, visited the 
Carnegie Library School, Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, on January 12. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


LIBRARY EXTENSION IN THE 
SOUTH 

The Executive Assistant, Committee 
on Library Extension, visited West Vir- 
ginia and Florida during January, con- 
ferring with officers of the state library 
associations, leaders of state organiza- 
tions, and attending a district library 
meeting at West Palm Beach, Florida. 

The Library Association of West Vir- 
ginia is working for legislation which 
will result in a State Library Commis- 
sion. The Florida Association is devel- 
oping the state library authorized by the 
last legislature. The first number of the 
Florida Library Bulletin made its ap- 
pearance January 1, in which the four 
immediate objectives of the association 
are designated as: library legislation, 
instruction in library methods for libra- 
rians and library assistants, organization 
of new tax-supported libraries, reorgan- 
ization of club and circulating libraries 
and all others not operating under ap- 
proved methods. 

Tennessee has made _ encouraging 
progress during the year. The first step 
towards a state library survey was made 
at a meeting of the Tennessee Library 
Association in 1925. At that time a com- 
mittee of librarians was appointed to 
study the matter. This committee invited 
the president of the State University to 
call an informal conference of persons 
who were interested in education and 
civic progress. This conference was 
attended by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Library Extension and the Secretary of 
the A.L.A. The result of the confer- 
ence was the drafting of a formal reso- 
lution, addressed to the governor. The 
governor in turn appointed a commis- 
sion which consisted of representatives 
of the state department of education, the 
State University, parent-teacher associa- 
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federation of 


tions, 
library trustees and librarians of public 


women’s club, 
and college libraries. This state sur- 
vey commission met January 7, 1927, at 
the University of Tennessee at Knox- 
ville, discussed plans for action, drafted 
a budget of $10,000, and is now seeking 
legislative support. The A.L.A. has 
been asked for advice and cooperation. 


PLANS FOR ADULT EDUCATION 


The Board on the Library and Adult 
Education held its first meeting in Chi- 
cago December 13, 1926. Plans were 
made to carry out the recommendations 
stated in Libraries and adult educa- 
tion, and to assist libraries in extending 
the educational aspect of their service. 
The Executive Assistant of the board 
will maintain an advisory service and a 
clearing house of information through 
which librarians may learn of current 
developments in this field. 

Certain problems passed to the board 
by the Commission on the Library and 
Adult Education, and such new prob- 
lems as appear, will be studied inten- 
sively. Two special committees are 
already engaged in investigating prob- 
lems which affect all libraries. A Com- 
mittee on Readable Books, consisting of 
L. J. Bailey, director of the Indiana 
State Library Department, chairman, 
C. E. Rush, librarian of the Indianapo- 
lis Public Library, and F. H. Chase, 
reference librarian of the Boston Public 
Library, is continuing the study begun 
by Mr. Bailey a year ago, upon which a 
chapter in Libraries and adult educa- 
tion was based. An effort is being 
made by the committee to further the 
publication of books of the type desig- 
nated in that chapter. The lists of read- 
able books now in the hands of the com- 


mittee will be enlarged and made avail- 
able to all libraries. 

One subject antecedent rather than 
parallel to adult education is the devel- 
opment of reading interests and habits 
which continue throughout life. This 
presents a problem which has baffled 
teachers as well as librarians. Its very 
magnitude has prevented its being made 
the subject of concentrated attack here- 
tofore. It will be studied during the 
coming year by a committee consisting of 
Dr. C. C. Williamson, director of libra- 
ries, Columbia University, chairman, 
Clara E. Howard, teacher-librarian of 
the Schenley High School Library, Pitts- 
burgh, Effie L. Power, director of 
work with children, Cleveland Public 
Library, M. S. Dudgeon, librarian of 
the Milwaukee Public Library, and J. T. 
Jennings, librarian, Seattle Public 
Library. 


The first issue of the Journal of the 
American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation appeared December 20. It will 
be issued in the form of occasional bul- 
letins from the office of the association, 
41 East 42nd Street, New York City. 
Morse A. Cartwright is the executive 
director of the Association; Nathaniel 
Peffer, author of New schools for 
older students, one of the volumes in the 
Adult Education series, will act as editor 
of publications. It was decided at a 
meeting of the association’s Committee 
on Publications that no regular periodi- 
cal will be contemplated until there is 
enough positive achievement in the field 
of adult education to warrant regular 
publications. 

A proposal has been made to the 
American Library Association that it 
undertake the preparation of a compre- 
hensive working bibliography on adult 
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education, with the cooperation of the 
American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation. 

The first number of the new Journal 
of Adult Education, published by the 
British Institute of Adult Education, 
appeared in September. It contains 
fifteen signed articles and three book 
reviews. This journal is to be published 
twice a year, and will survey adult edu- 
cation activities the world over. It is 
obtainable from Constable, London, 
2s. 6d. 


SUMMER COURSES IN LIBRARIAN- 
SHIP 


The Board of Education for Libra- 
rianship has recently investigated the cur- 
ricula of schools and colleges offered 
through their summer sessions, espe- 
cially those giving courses in school 
librarianship. The Columbia University 
School of Library Service is cooperat- 
ing with Teachers’ College of Columbia, 
making a special appeal to school libra- 
rians and school administrators, by of- 
fering a curriculum which attempts to 
correlate library science courses with 
courses in modern educational methods. 
Several other agencies are planning the 
development of summer courses in 
school librarianship. 

The National Education Association, 
realizing the need for the extension of 
school library work, has suggested that 
the A. L. A. cooperate with the N. E. A. 
and offer to elementary school princi- 
pals informational courses in school 
library work. As the result of this 
suggestion such courses will be offered 
at the University of Washington, Seat- 
tle, following the N. E. A. Conference. 
The course will be of two weeks dura- 
tion. The A. L.A. will be represented 
by Lucile Fargo. 


The Summer Institute for teachers of 
library science, conducted successfully 
last year at the University of Chicago, 
is to be repeated in 1927, the University 
assuming direct responsibility for it. 
The Institute will continue from July 
28 to September 2. Ernest J. Reece, of 
the Columbia School of Library Service, 
will act as director and conduct a semi- 
nar in library science education. W. W. 
Charters and Frank Nugent Freeman, 
of the University of Chicago, will offer 
courses in educational method and edu- 
cational psychology. 


The enrollment of the accredited 
library schools in October, 1926, despite 
discontinuance of the schools at Albany 
and New York City Public Library, is 
an even 500 students, only 53 less than 
last year when 14 schools were counted 
instead of 12. The enrollment at Co- 
lumbia, the successor of the two schools 
discontinued, is 104, bringing the total 
for the same group of schools to 604 in 
1926, as against 553 in 1925. 


During the month of December, 40 
personal letters were sent out in answer 
to individual requests for information 
on librarianship, and daily requests for 
from 1 to 100 copies of the pamphlet, 
Librarianship as a _ profession, were 
filled. These requests came from library 
schools, universities, and vocational 
agencies. A new edition is in process, 
as well as a longer pamphlet, Opportu- 
nities in library work. 





“As long as books are looked upon 
merely as classroom tools they will not 
be accepted as friendly guides in the 
solution of life’s problems, or as sources 
of pleasure and culture.”—Libraries 
and adult education. 
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The A. L.A. Headquarters is called 
upon to answer questions of varied 
types concerning some of the larger 
aspects of library service. Members of 
the A. L. A. will be interested in know- 
ing the scope of this service, and there- 
fore occasional questions and answers 
will appear in the Bulletin. 

The Executive Assistant for the Li- 
brary Extension received the following 
question: “How can the report Library 
extension be used to further library 
development in an individual state?” 

The question was answered by outlin- 
ing the activities of library associations 
which have adopted the objects stated 
in the report as definite aims for local 
needs. 

The Southeastern Library Association 
has done this, and has given publicity 
to the action. 

The Utah Library Association, the 
Arkansas Free Library Service Bureau, 
and other agencies of various states, 
have distributed the report on library 
extension to influential people whom 
they wish to inform and interest. 

The Michigan State Library exhibited 
the map of library facilities, published 
in the report, before small groups, and 
made a seven-foot replica in colors for 
the central point of an exhibit at the 
state federation meeting, with good 
results. 





Two appeals for books have been re- 
ceived at the A. L. A. from Europe. 

One is from the library of the Norwe- 
gian Patent Office at Oslo, Norway. 
This library was destroyed by fire, and 
the librarian, Finn Varran, asks for 
duplicate material on patents, natural 
science, useful arts, and library econ- 
omy. Material for the library at Oslo 
should be addressed to the librarian, 


cn 


care of the International Exchange 
Service, Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The second appeal came from Burton 
Stevenson, director of the American 
Library in Paris, on behalf of Mr. 
Clavel, professor of English literature 
at the University of Aix-Marseille. Mr. 
Clavel is in need of a complete set of 
the works of J. Fenimore Cooper. He 
is giving a course in Cooper’s work, life 
and times. Mr. Stevenson will forward 
the books to Mr. Clavel if they are sent 
to the American Library in Paris, 10 
rue de l’Elysee, Paris, France. They 
also may be sent through the Interna- 
tional Exchange Service, Smithsonian 
Institution. 


Mary E. Wood visited the A. L. A. 
Headquarters during January. She is 
in America on behalf of the Boone 
University Library School, now a part 
of the Central University of China. The 
Boone University Library School has 
received a grant from the China Foun- 
dation, which is the board to which Dr. 
Bostwick made his report and recom- 
mendations, following his survey of 
libraries in China. The grant of the 
China Foundation was for professor- 
ships and scholarships. Additional funds 
are necessary for equipment. 





The April issue of the A. L. A. Bul- 
letin will be devoted to news of the 
various sections of the A.L.A. This 
material will be submitted to the editor 
of the Bulletin by the chairman of each 
section. 
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READING WITH A PURPOSE 


More than 233,000 Reading with a 
Purpose courses have been sold up to 
the first of January, 1927. 


Reports of the varied uses of the read- 
ing courses continue to come to A. L. A. 
Headquarters. One librarian writes, “a 
patron told me that she and a friend had 
each used twelve copies of Meiklejohn’s 
Philosophy for Christmas cards.” 


The courses are being used as the sub- 
jects of the monthly book talks at the 
Cleveland Public Library. Dr. Alexan- 
der Caswell Ellis, director of Cleveland 
College, has spoken on Frontiers of 
knowledge, and Dr. Jacob C. Meyer of 
Western Reserve on Ten pivotal figures 
of history. These lectures stimulated 
the sale of the books. Three thousand 
five hundred sixty copies of the courses 
have been sold at the Cleveland main 
library. 


Patrons of the Sheridan Branch of 
the Chicago Public Library have com- 
pleted one hundred and five of the Read- 
ing with a Purpose courses, the most 
popular being the courses on psychology 
and English literature. 


The following review of Lewis Mum- 
tord’s Appreciation of architecture ap- 
peared in the Hartford Courant. 

“It is difficult to write about this in- 
spiring little book without piling super- 
lative on superlative. Truly the reading 
courses issued by the American Library 
Association are a heartening sign of the 
times. Mr. Mumford’s Architecture is 
no cut and dried simplified technical 
treatise for the layman, but a ringing 
challenge to the reader with any imag- 
ination, with ever so halting a response 
to the call of beauty.” 


“Whoever dreads the drear of win- 
ter’s snowed-in evenings,” says the De- 
troit Edison Synchroscope, “let him take 
a peek behind the covers of such titles, 
for instance, as Ten pivotal figures of 
history.” 


William Stearns Davis, professor of 
history at the University of Minnesota 
and author of several well known his- 
torical novels, has been secured as au- 
thor of the reading course, European 
history told in fiction. 


Owing to the fact that no manuscripts 
have reached the editorial offices at the 
proper time, there will be no publica- 
tion of a new Reading with a Purpose 
course on February 1. 





Half of the edition of the 4. L.A. 
Catalog 1926 has been exhausted, and 
letters are being received in high praise 
of its usefulness. “The new A. L.A. 
Catalog 1926 is delighting me. After a 
month of using it one wonders how any 
day’s work ever was done without it,” 
writes one librarian. “Please send us 
another copy of the new A. L. A. Cata- 
log 1926. We find it indispensable for 
both reference and cataloging depart- 
ments,” writes another. 


Aksel Josephson has compiled a list 
of Swedish books (1875-1925) which is 
now in press and will appear in Feb- 
ruary. 


Cannon’s Bibliography of library 
economy was published on January 1, 
and is now being distributed. It has 
proved its value at A. L. A. Headquar- 
ters as an aid in answering reference 
questions. 


—E 
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N 1926 we held our Fiftieth Anniver- 

sary Conference. It was attended by 
2,250 people, including 57 representa- 
tives of foreign governments, library 
associations and libraries. Twenty-five 
countries besides the United States and 
Canada were represented, thus making 
it an international affair of some sig- 
nificance. The Carnegie Endowment 
gave $6,500 to help entertain the visitors 
from abroad. 

We completed our preliminary study 
of library extension. It shows that 
there are 6,524 public libraries in North 
America, that they circulated in one 
year 238,000,000 volumes, and—what is 
more important —that more than 50,- 
000,000 people do not have local public 
libraries. And we now have a plan for 
encouraging the establishment of county 
libraries which will eventually reach 
these fifty million people. 


We completed a two and one-half 
year study of the library and adult edu- 
cation, and published our findings and 
recommendations. We also issued twelve 


experimental reading courses to aid 
librarians in their adult education 
service. 

We published a new A. L. A. Catalog 
of 10,000 volumes for the general li- 
brary, and two volumes of a Survey of 
libraries in the United States—the result 
of several years’ work by a Survey 
Committee. 

Standards of education for librarian- 
ship were established, and fourteen 
library schools accredited. A new school 
was opened at the University of Michi- 
gan, two schools merged at Columbia 
University, and plans were made for an 
advanced graduate school at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. John D. Rockefeller 
Jr. gave $37,500 for the maintenance 
and expansion of the international 
library school conducted by the A. L. A. 
in Paris. 

The Carnegie Corporation adopted a 
ten-year program in library service 
which will involve an expenditure of 
$4,170,000. 

The events of the year are important 
in themselves. They are even more im- 
portant because they show the need and 
point the way for greater service. 


ATIONAL Drama Week, spon- 
sored by the Drama League of 
America, will be observed February 13- 
19. “The theatre in print” is one of the 
designated topics for discussion, and the 
list of suggested activities includes “Dis- 
plays and discussion in libraries.” 
There are two A.L.A. publications 
which are useful to librarians in connec- 
tion with plans for the observance of 
Drama Week. They are Viewpoints in 
modern drama by F. K. W. Drury, and 
Plays for children by Alice I. Hazeltine. 
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Is your library an institutional mem- 
ber of the A. L. A.? 

The A.L.A. is the representative 
organization of libraries and library 
workers in the United States and 
Canada. It affords a means of affilia- 
tion by which your library may extend 
its influence beyond the confines of the 
immediate community. Membership in 
the A. L.A. brings to your library the 
following advantages: 

A. L. A. Bulletin. 

The privilege of calling upon the staff 
at headquarters for advice upon any 
problem of library work. 

The enrollment of the library, fol- 
lowed by the name of the librarian, in 
the Handbook. 

The privilege of advertising, without 
cost, its wants and offers in the Bulletin. 

A ten per cent discount on orders for 
A. L. A. publications amounting to $1.00 
or more (not including the Booklist). 

The cost of an Institutional Member- 
ship is $5.00. 


The Paris Library School faculty 
remains the same as last year, with the 
exception of Florence Wilson of the 
Library of the League of Nations, who 
succeeds Margaret Mann. Margaret 
Herdman is organizing the school’s 
collection of books, pamphlets, photo- 
graphs and other illustrative material. 
Charles McCombs, superintendent of 
the main reading room of the New York 
Public Library, is spending three months 
at the school, where he is teaching 
American and English bibliography and 
reference work. He is making, at the 
same time, a preliminary survey of the 
opportunities which Paris offers to ex- 
perienced librarians from other coun- 
tries who wish to do advanced study in 


special fields, under the direction of the 
Paris Library School. 





The Editorial Committee and the 
Curriculum Study have secured F. K. 
W. Drury, assistant librarian, Brown 
University Library, to write a textbook 
on book selection. Mr. Drury will join 
the Curriculum Study staff in Chicago 
for intensive work on the project dur- 
ing the summer of 1927. 





Scrapbooks received or prepared at 
A. L. A. Headquarters include County 
Library Publicity—1922, General Pub- 
licity Material, Library Campaigns, and 
the Omaha Public Library Bond Issue 
Campaign. The last remains the prop- 
erty of the Omaha Public Library, and 
is subject to recall by its owner. These 
scrapbooks may be borrowed by any 
library which will pay the cost of trans- 
portation. Other publicity scrapbooks 
available at Headquarters are the Car- 
negie Library of Atlanta Publicity in 
Connection with the Observance of their 
25th Anniversary; Birmingham (Ala.) 
P. L. Campaign; Cleveland P. L. Pub- 
licity; Cuyahoga (Ohio) County Li- 
brary Campaign; Evanston P. L. Cam- 
paign for funds; Hackley P. L. (Mus- 
kegon, Mich.) Publicity—1922; Indiana 
Library Week; Indianapolis P. L.; 
Louisville (Ky.) P. L. Publicity—1922; 
Milwaukee P. L. general publicity and 
Looks for hospitals campaign; Minne- 
apolis School and Library Campaign; 
Missouri Book Week—1922; Newark 
(N. J.) P. L. Publicity 1918-21; Ta- 
coma P. L. Publicity; Woburn ( Mass.) 
P. L. Publicity. Collections of clippings 
and publicity material, especialy in con- 
nection with campaigns, are welcome at 
A.L.A. Headquarters as the demand 
exceeds the supply. 
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At the Fiitieth Anniversary Confer- 
ence, the Personnel Division established 
for the first time in the history of the 
A. L.A. a separate office, maintained 
office hours, and had at hand the essen- 
tial records to aid those who sought its 
services. 

Definite plans for the work had been 
outlined before the meeting, but these 
plans were abandoned under pressure of 
the numbers who asked for aid. Those 
in charge found it necessary to devote 
themselves entirely to interviewing peo- 
ple; consequently there was no time to 
look over records and make suggestions. 
An attempt was made, however, to 
arrange interviews between librarians 
and the candidates for positions who 
were at the conference. 

The Personnel Division, at this time, 
was asked to make suggestions for 107 
positions. Of this number eighty were 
new requests. Calls for assistance were 
distributed geographically from Maine 
to Florida, and from California to New 
Jersey. The requests were, in order of 
the greatest demand, for children’s libra- 
rians, catalogers, executives, assistants 
in lending and reference departments, 
commission and extension workers, and 
school librarians. Several positions were 
filled as a result of suggestions made at 
Atlantic City. 

The use which was made of the Per- 
sonnel office at the Atlantic City Confer- 
ence has proved the need for such serv- 
ice, and plans for handling personnel 
problems at the Toronto meeting are 
being formulated. 





Lucille A. Goldthwaite of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Work With the Blind, 
reports that the American Foundation 
for the Blind has compiled a Directory 
of Activities for the Blind in the 


United States and Canada, in re- 
sponse to a nation-wide request for 
information concerning institutions 
working with the blind. This directory 
contains a complete list of agencies and 
activities in North America, and is 
classified by state. The book may be 
obtained from the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind, 125 East 46th Street, 
New York City, price $2.00. 


Vassar College will conduct a confer- 
ence on children’s reading, March 4-5, 
at Vassar College, according to informa- 
tion received at A. L. A. Headquarters. 
The subject of children’s reading will 
be discussed by a teacher, an author, a 
librarian, an illustrator, a mother, and 
a story teller. Margery Quigley, of the 
Washington, D. C., Public Library, and 
one of the authors of The poppy seed 
cakes, will be among the speakers. 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher is to be the 
guest of honor. Louise Seaman of 
Macmillans will represent the publishers 
of children’s books. All who are inter- 
ested in the conference are invited to 
attend. 





A useful mimeographed list of holi- 
days and anniversaries has been received 
at A. L.A. Headquarters. Dates ahead 
is issued by the Committee on Publicity 
Methods in Social Work, 130 East 22 
Street, New York City. It is obtain- 
able at the above address, price 20c. 





“The modern public library is the 
most universal of public servants—an 
institution created by the citizens of a 
community to provide for their own 
needs in the all-embracing fields of 
thought and learning.” 

—Charles F. D, Belden. 








WANTS—OFFERS 


Any institutional member of the Associa- 
tion may insert, without cost, a ten-line notice 
of books er periodicals wanted or offered for 
sale or exchange. 


Wants 
Pomona College Library, Claremont, Cal- 
ifornia, W. H. Kerr, librarian, wants A. L. A. 
Booklist, March 1905 and A.L.A. Bulletin, 
July, September 1922; January, July 1925. 
The New York State Library, Albany, 
James I. Wyer, director, wants Poole’s index 


to periodical literature, 1802-1881, revised 
edition, parts 1 & 2; Ist supplement 1882- 
1886; 2nd supplement 1887-1891; Boston, 
Houghton. 

The University of Delaware, Newark, 
Delaware, Dorothy L. Hawkins, librarian, 


wants the following for exchange or cash: 
Dickson, History of theory of numbers v. 1. 
(Carnegie Institute publication 256); Defoe, 
Romances and narratives, edited by Aitken, 
vols. 7, 8, 12, 13; Annual register, 1758-1792; 
American history review v. 1-13; Bassett, 
Dalton plan assignments; Daudet, Works v. 
16 (limited edition) ; Henry James, Novels and 
tales v. 17 (New York edition) and Altar of 
the dead; Haines, Senate from 1907-1912. 
Please describe edition, condition, and state 


terms. 
Offers 


Through the courtesy of the executors of 
the Samuel J. Tilden Estate, the New York 
Public Library has received for distribution 
to libraries of the United States several cop- 
ies of Tilden’s letters and literary me- 
morials (two volumes) edited by John Bige- 
low; Tilden’s public writings and speeches 
(two volumes). The New York Public Li- 


In the table adjoining there will be 
noted several changes and additions to 
the information printed last year. An 
attempt has been made to secure for in- 
clusion the salaries of head librarians 
and associate or assistant librarians. 
The very incomplete figures are in the 
main due to the unwillingness of several 
universities to allow publication of any 
salary which can be attached to any 
individual. In other cases the adminis- 
trative head of the library receives his 
salary in whole or in part from funds 
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brary, Acquisition Division, will send either or 
both of the sets mentioned to any public library 
willing to pay transportation charges. 


City Library, Springfield, Mass., H. C. 
Wellman, librarian, offers Massachusetts his- 
torical society collections, 3rd series, vols. 9 and 
10, bound in one vol., hf. mor., lib. mks. A 
portion of bottom line over-trimmed by bind- 
er on a few pages. Any reasonable offer 
from a library will be considered. 


The A.L.A. Headquarters offers miscel- 
laneous numbers of Library Journal and Pub- 
lic Libraries (succeeded by Libraries) to 
libraries wishing to complete files. The ma- 
terial may be had upon payment of postage. 


The function of the public library by 
Charles F. D. Belden has been reprinted 
from More Books. It also appeared in 
Libraries and adult education (p. 23- 
24). <A small supply is available at 
A. L.A. Headquarters for librarians 
who wish to place copies in the hands of 
their trustees and of other influential 
people in the community, for library 
schools wishing to send it to prospec- 
tive students and for library extension 
agencies to use as campaign material. 
The reprint forms an attractive 4 page 
leaflet. Prices 100 copies, $2; 50, $1.25; 
25, 75c; 10, 35c. 


SALARY STATISTICS 


UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


not included in the library budget, gen- 
erally because he also teaches or has 
other administrative duties. The addi- 
tional gaps in the column for associate 
or assistant librarians can be accounted 
for by the fact that in some institutions 
such positions do not exist, as in Har- 
vard or the University of Illinois. 
In others, notably Yale and the Uni- 
versity of California, this position is 
at present vacant and the Committee’s 
practice of publishing only salaries actu- 
ally paid, precludes any entry. 
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The number of individuals in each 
group has been given this year. The 
compiler believes this will result in more 
real understanding of the figures. For 
example in two libraries of equal size, 
if one has four department heads and 
another ten, it will be natural to assume 
a higher minimum in the former as each 
head must assume responsibility for 
more work and people than in the lat- 
ter. Again it would not be difficult to 
understand a somewhat higher figure 
for assistants in the former case. Ina 
library with few large departments, 
some of the more experienced senior as- 
sistants will naturally be what are known 
as “straw bosses,” assuming responsi- 
bility for the work of other assistants. 
The number of assistants in each classi- 
fication may also be of help in showing 
staff organization. 

It will be noted that catalogers are 
now included among the professional 
assistants as is proper and their ex- 
pressed wish. The number of catalog- 
ers, however, is given separately. This 
decision was reached during the com- 
pilation of this table and I wish, there- 
fore, to tender my apologies for the 
necessity of asking verification of fig- 
ures. I am indeed grateful for the co- 
operation of many whose organization 
makes it a task to send figures which 
will fit in this table. 

Before the compilation of the statis- 
tics for 1927, I would fervently urge 
that a definition of professional assist- 
ant for inclusion in this table be made, 
preferably by the group of university 
and college librarians at the next 
A.L. A. convention in Toronto. I 
have asked the secretary of the group 
to put the question on his agenda. I 
personally do not consider the definition 


sent with the questionnaire a satisfac- 
tory one and would prefer to raise 
the standard considerably, but the 
qualifications should be defined by the 
concerted action of many rather than 
the bias of one. 

No comparisons can be made in the 
salaries of librarians or associate and 
assistant librarians as there are no pre- 
vious figures for such positions. 

The salaries of department heads ap- 
pear to be improving as nine increases 
in minimum and eight increases in 
maximum salaries, a total of seventeen, 
are noted. There are three decreases in 
minimum and a single decrease in maxi- 
mum salaries. 

Professional assistants show a total 
of twenty-four increases, eleven in the 
minimum and thirteen in the maximum 
with only seven decreases, five in the 
minimum and two in the maximum. 

With the nonprofessional assistant 
the case is very different. Here will be 
found only thirteen increases, three in 
the minimum and ten in the maximum, 
while there are eighteen decreases 
equally divided between minimum and 
maximum salaries. These figures sug- 
gest an increased appreciation of pro- 
fessional training in the university and 
college libraries and a lessening interest 
in the service of those who have no pro- 
fessional preparation. 

Twenty budgets show increases of 
one thousand dollars or more and in 
eighteen cases the total for salaries ex- 
ceeds the figures of last year by over 
a thousand dollars. There were no 
decreases in budget and only one de- 
crease in salary total, this last being due 
to improved methods of bookkeeping 
and of handling reserved books. 


C. H. Compton 
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Library Librarian Associate ——— Department Heads Professiona 
“Librarian ‘ oO. Min. Max ; Catthncere 

Harvard? 6000 16 4 4000 4500 27 15 
Yale 3 43 19 
Princeton 6000 4750 5 2400 3500 17 9 
Stanford 5000 6 2400 3500 15 8 
U. of Chicago 5500 5 1800 4000 37 22 
U. of California 5000 4 3000 3000 32 10 
U. of Illinois 6500 7 1800 3000 43 16 
U. of Michigan> 12000 4000 10 2100 3000 48 14 
Ohio State 3 2600 2600 15 8 
U. of Iowa'4 5750 id 8 1500 2650 12 5 
Towa State 5 2000 3000 9 4 
Kansas Agr. 2700 3 1700 2000 4 1 
U. of Missouri 4500 2700 3 1900 2400 12 3 
U. of Nebraska 4000 2600 3 2000 2100 ll 2 
U. of North Carolina 7 1600 2400 7 2 
U. of North Dakota 3000 2200 2 2000 2200 1 

U. of Oregon 3600 6 1500 2000 8 1 
U. of Texas 3600 3 2000 2400 22 3 
Amherst 5000 2000 1 1920 2 1 
Bowdoin 5000 2 1 
Brown® 2 2000 2200 10 8 
Bryn Mawr 2 1800 2000 4 2 
Dartmouth 5000 4500 2 2000 2000 10” 3 
Rochester 5 1700 2800 3 3 
Syracuse!? 1500 2400 

Washington U. (St. Louis) 3600 5 1440 1800!3 13 2 





1 Salary figures exclude student assistants. 
2 Salary figures include student assistants. 
3 Harvard figures are for central library only. 


4 Princeton budget is exclusive of credits amounting during the year to about $10,000. 
5 Michigan figures include departmental libraries. 


6 Nebraska 


§ Figures are exclusive of John Carter Brown Library. 


budget figures exclude —y = of — college. 
7 Oregon budget includes $8060 from departmental fees, used mainly for duplication of reserve books. 
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ry AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


ies, Insurance and Annuities, 1926-27 




























































































ie Assistants —————— Non-Professional Assistants Budget Salaries Library 
Si Min. Max. No. Min. Max. 

j 1200 2080 32 660 1200 191,625 112,150 Harvard® 
~ 200 =—s«(2500 15 624 1600 209,489 119,444 Yale 
> 1400 2400 36 600 1400 142,076¢ 89,465 Princeton 
_ “1320 2100 10 900 1500 105,372 64,172 Stanford 
2 1200 3080 52 840 1500 282,575 168,892! U. of Chicago 
0 1440 2400 8 1080 1800 197,907 115,600 U. of California 
ia 1140 2000 10 900 1440 246,876 124,951? U. of Illinois 
age 1200 2100 41 1000 1500 311,800 177,600 U. of Michigan® 
— 1300 2250 17 960 1600 105,600 69,280 Ohio State 
ar 1200 2150 11 780 1200 128,483 58,233! U. of Iowa" 
a 1500 2250 16 840 1260 90,000 46,999 Iowa State 
>. 1600 1700 2 1000 1400 31,875 20,000 Kansas Agr. 
. 1500 1900 6 900 1200 54,295 34,295 U. of Missouri 
2 | it 1800 4 720 1000 81,074¢ 41,074 U. of Nebraska 
rome 2000 3 1200 1400 80,500 35,383! U. of North Carolina 
| 800 2000 1 1400 1600 21,000 12,400 U. of North Dakota 
1 | 1500 4 720 1140 76,918" 41,7702 U. of Oregon 
?_ 1440 2400 8 780 1200 90,000 50,000 U. of Texas 
—* 1500 1720 4 960 1200 32,922 17,679 Amherst 
- 1560 1560 2 624 832 19,516 8,932! Bowdoin 
e Tai 1000 2000 6 900 1400 73,173 39,690 Brown’ 
a, 1400 1800 3 625 840 24,750 14,1241 Bryn Mawr 
ies 900 1800 4 720 840 75,000° 35,700 Dartmouth 
— 1700 2000 6 1080 1440 92,287 35,361 Rochester 
ae 1200 1800 é. 900 ee 41,421 24,1208 Syracuse? 

2 900 1500 1 600 900 95,000" 33, 901 Washington U. (St. Louis) 








® Dartmouth budget fone is approximate on 

10 Syracuse budget and salary figures are ——. of the colleges of medicine, law, and forestry. 

"t Washington U. includes departmental libraries. 

12 Librarian adds “definition (in questionnaire) compels me to include under professional 5 assistants without training or very long service.” 
18 Washington U. does not include other than departments in general library. 

4 U, of Iowa figures exclude law library. 

5 U. of Iowa does not have this position. 

6 Harvard’s four assistant librarians function as heads of departments, 

















FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 


R. FREDERICK P. KEPPEL, 
President of the Carnegie Corpo- 
ration, in a recent article appearing in 
the Yale Review, says: “What we most 
lack nationally is the habit and generally 
the opportunity of consecutive study in 
some subject for its own sake, not to fill 
the pay envelope either directly or indi- 
rectly.” 


An editorial in the American Educa- 
tional Digest bears out Dr. Keppel’s 
statement that the opportunity for study 
is lacking. “The public school education 
represents the maximum organized edu- 
cation open to the people, but it reaches 
only 64 per cent of the youth of America. 
This 64 per cent, on the average, does 
not receive a complete public school edu- 
cation, their average being seven and 
one-half years.” Through what agencies 
are the other 36 per cent to receive 
knowledge and enjoyment? The edi- 
torial continues : 


“It is books which seem to hold the 
possibilities of widest usefulness. In 
them all the great aggregations of 
knowledge are embodied. All new learn- 
ing eventually finds its way into book 
form. They supply knowledge in units ; 
they tell a whole story as no other me- 
dium can. And, most important of all, 
books can furnish the materials either 
for beginning an education or continu- 
ing its progress to any point. If books 
could be brought within the reach of all, 
together with some form of advice and 
guidance in ordering and correlating 
that knowledge, a real contribution to 
the present problem of national educa- 
tion would be made.” 
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“The Public Library, by offering in- 
creasingly effective service to persons 
of all ages, educated or uneducated, 
eagerly promotes the advancement of 
learning. That is the task that the 
American Public Library recognizes as 
its chief function. It accomplishes this 
through stimulating and encouraging 
the reading of the best books and as- 
sisting in the making of investigations 
in every realm of thought and knowl- 
edge. It is the medium through which 
the community provides for its mem- 
bers, one and all, the means of recrea- 
tion and education in the broadest sense, 
through books and other forms of re- 
corded thoughts.”—Libraries and adult 
education, the report of a study made 
by the A. L.A. 


6¢,T is a bewildering fact that 50,- 

000,000 people in the United States 
and Canada are without access to public 
libraries. The American Library Asso- 
tion with forward looking enterprise 
proposes to bring the library system of 
the nation within reach of this group 
and establish library contacts to further 
the education of the 36 per cent of 
American boys and girls now out of 
school. This noteworthy piece of work, 
the Association believes, would consti- 
tute an important step toward the goal 
of national education. The magnitude 
of this project should command the 
attention and cooperation of all persons 
who are actively engaged in educational 
work, and such cooperative interest 
should find place among business and 
social organizations which have as their 
basic purpose the promotion of public 
welfare.” 
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